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I+ was about the middle of July when Uncle John first heard the
storv of the haunted Cabin on the cliff about four miles from -

~ Montague in Northern California. Western men generally do have

a misgiving about ghosts, Only three men could boast about having
been in the cabin since the discovery of the disappearing man.
Many had seen this peculiar man near the cabin but none but these
three could get up courage enough to venture in the cabin.

These three men had seen and followed the man, which seemed to be
of human flesh, tc the cabin which had only one place of entrance
beyond two small windows too smail to admit a human body.

They saw him enter and close the door then they followed only to
find an empty cabin . They looked at each other just as much to
say I told you so. Then began the worst part. Groans and moans

and “the clanking of chains . None could tell from what part of the

cabin the sounds came. It seemed to fill the cabin.

Those men had gotten out as soon as possible and went to town as
quicklv sa they could and cuuld'nt be hired for love nor money to
go back to that cabin again .
After that people would go miles out of their way so as not to go
bythat cliff.

Uncle John was interestad in thls narative and went that nizht
to the o0ld man, who had told the story. He had unusually strongz nerves
and decided to have a try at solving the mystery becaws he did
not believe in ghosts. ‘

So next day he set out to find someone else to go with him/.
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He hunted for two days before finally finding a man to suite him

This man was a hard nerved man roaming for adventure and soon they
became friends.

e S e i e U

% £ The kept their going a secret and so early one morning (about
= A three o'clock) they set out. The last two or three days had been
. = i active on the clif. There seemed to be two people there and both

|
R ]

AN,

seemed to disappear. Uncle John seemed to think this a good amen
because now there was that much more chance of discovering the

~ & - mystery. Finally they reached the cliff and stood looking around,
sudentely they heard some one coming up the trail.They hid behind
some large rocks beside the cabin near one of the small windows.

Soon an old man came along and turned into the cabin. Uncle John got
slowely to his feet and looked through the window. He was just in
time to see the man disappear into the north wall which was against
the mountian but not before Uncle John's quick eye had seen him

press a knot in the wall. Uncle John and his friend crept into the
cabin Unclie John went to the north wall and pressed the knot

= Instantly he disappeared his friend soon following. They stood

: there a minute to get used to the darkness and to collect their
nerves. They had fallen into a secrete passage. Soon they came to

‘a small opening which on looking through proved to be the entrence

to a large room . They paused'and listened , they could hear two

< 1 voices beyond the wall which were talking about gold . One of the
voices sounded strangely familear to uncle John They decided to

take a chance and go in. When they got through the small opening
Uncle John was astonished at finding his own brother , whom he had
,%Z%é? not seen for five or six years and had belived him dead, and his |
= =1 pardner the old man they had seen coming up the trail There was a =
joyful reunion between the two brothers and as there was pleanty of
gold , Uncle John and his friend were taken into the partnershir and
i soon fellto work on what proved to be the pitchest gold minein

= 1 Californian. . :
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It was the fifth of July the big celebration was all over with only
a few minor burns for Sam Jones and his two best chums Bill and Georg
Barkly. And Phil Binney had come back from a short stay over the
Fourth. The four boys were now in the summer house in the back of
the Barkly cottage discussing a preposed hike and a weeks stay into
the big hills some distance from their homes.’ ‘A1l in favor stand up,
said Sam Every boy stood grining The propersition is accepted This
meeting will egurn to meet tomorrow w1‘l’h plane all fixed-an’ permielcu
from your mas and pas. Whew: said Phil |, Sa"x'e petting to he a
regular chalrman he may' be president some dav . If T am you may be
on my cabnet, said Sam, ''anv way Im chairman of the happy four cluh
this meeting closes good dav, and he jumped on his wheel and rode off
Fhil soon. followed and the Barkly brothers sat alone thinking over
the plan, "would' nt it be Plne said Bill the youngest of the two
and who was Tond of all engovme“+. It sure would but we must get
permision from mother and father, I'll do the talking though -your
supper's libel to get cold if you start up. A¥ go on, gaid Bill
For the two were fond of teasing each other and were always watching
for a chance to have some fuua. -
Well we cant do much more this afternoon supose we go on a trip to

: the river and try and get some fish. So with rod and line the

brothers went of tword Martins Creek which was about two miles out
of town.

At about four o'clock that afternocon the Barkly brothers returned
with a nice string of fish which their mother welcomed gladly .
At the supper table George brought up the subgect of camplng. His
mother at first did not approve of ti but she finaly said, “See what
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_your father thinks. But father only answerad Juq as you think mother s

5 gess it would be safe esnough though four big boys like that ought
to be abel to take care of themselves.Sam and Phil wers hav1ng the ,
same results and the meeting which was to be held the next day was —
called that night and the four took in a moive show. b

Fromising to meet at the Barkly house the next day to aﬂopt plan% YT
for the trip they said good night and sought their beds.About eight
o'clock the next morming the four were once more in the Barkly » ——
summer house. It took them only a short time to decide there corse ; '17
and “the starting time was set for the following Monday. b
Monday morning dawned bright and clear and the boys were up at six
‘ oclock all ready for there journey they were to take the train to P
§ Northhill a small town at the foot hills 8f north mountionwm rather § “S%

large hill in the northern part of Wisconsin. The boys enjoyed the - a—
train rids and thev soon arived at there destination. They hired a
small pack donkey who-was very sturban and saussy:

In about an hour the four were on there way to the hills about four
miles distant. It was already growing dark when they arived at the ™
hills and they were very tired so after there first meal in the open
they rollséd up in their blankets and went to sleep. The next day was
spent in exploring and to the delight of all four they found a
deserted cabin with four bunks a table and some boxes for chairs.

They spent the remainder of the day in cleaning up the cabin which

Bill named Lucklv Find, The chums spent many fine days in and around:

the cabin , They went fishing, hunting , exploring and swiming and

every ong was, unhappv when the limit of tqere stay at North HMountian

expired Oh mv now for the grind of Schoox, said Sam as the four

chums moved along the trail toward home. t
THE END , ’ '
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